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five members of the Board were appointed by President Clinton, 
confirmed by the United States Senate and sworn in on April 11, 
1994 at the White House. The Board held it's first public 
hearing in Washington on October 11, 1994. 

Under the law, the Assassination Records Review Board is 
provided with the mandate and the authority to identify and 
secure all records relevant to the assassination of President 
Kennedy. It is the responsibility of the Board to determine 
which records are to be made public immediately and which ones 
will have postponed release dates. 

The Assassination Records Review Board consists of the 
following members: 

1. John R. Tunheim, Chair. Chief Deputy Attorney General in 
the State of Minnesota. 

2. Dr. Henry F. Graff. Professor Emeritus of History at 
Columbia University. 

3. Dr. Kermit L. Hall. Dean of the College of Humanities at 
Ohio State University. 

4. Dr. William L. Joyce. Associate Librarian and Archivist 
at Princeton University. 

5. Dr. Anna K. Nelson. Professor of History at American 
University. 

David G. Marwell is the Executive Director. He is the 
former Director of the Berlin Document Center. 

The Board has until October 1, 1996 to fulfill its mandate, 
plus an additional year at the Board's discretion to complete its 
responsibilities. 
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Public Law 102-526 
102d Congress 

An Act 



To provide for the expeditious disclosure of records relevant to the assassination 
of President John F. Kennedy. 

Be it enacted by the' Senate and House of Representatives of' 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHOET TITLE. 

This Act may be died as the “President John F. Kennedy 
Assassination Records Collection Act of 1992”. 

SEC. 2. FINDINGS, DECLARATIONS, AND PUKPOSES. 

(a)' Findings .and Declarations. — The Congress finds and 
declares that — ; ' . 

(1) all Government records related -to the assassination 
of President John F. Kennedy should be preserved for historical 
and'govemmental purposes; - 

. (2) all Government records concerning the assassination 

of President John- F. Kennedy should carxy-.a presumption 
of immediate disclosure, and all records should be eventually 
disclosed to enable the public to become fully informed about 
the history surrounding the assassination; . 

(3) -legislation is necessary to create -an - enforceable, 
independent, and accountable process for the ^public disclosure 
- of suih records;* 

legislation is nerrasarylwrange rnpgw^nnal rernrdg . 
related to the assassination -of Fr^dex^^John^F.^ Kennedy, 
would hot otherwise be subject to ^pubKcVdiaddsure until at 
least the year 2029; ' - "j '■ " 

(5) legislation isnecessaiybecausetheFVe<^c^ 

' • .taon Act. -as -implemented hy 'the eiecqfi^:^r^<^^has pre- 
* vented me -timely public disdosure'l^ireondsih^ 

• . assassinatjohofPr^dmt JohhF.^jeamedwT^^^jV' 

,5 (6) legislation is becessary becau^jEhce^ 

-- - 12356, ehtiflefl "National Security Irdom&tioin? has Eliminated ■■ 
the declassification ' and ~ downgrading schedules relating to 
_ classified information across government and has prevented 
the timely public disclosure of records relating to 'the assassina- 
tion of President John F. Kennedy; and 
. ' (7) most of the -records related :to -the assassination of 

' President John F. Kennedy' are almost 30 years old,- and only 
in the rarest cases is there any legitimate heed for continued 
-..protection'ofsuchrecaxd& - 
tb) Purposes.— Hie purposes af this Act are— - 

(1) to provide for the creation of the President John F. 
Kennedy. -Assassination. -Records -GofiectionV. .at .the .national 

blic transmission to the 
l records. .. 
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(2) to .reqmre’ the 
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44 USC 2107 SEC. S. DEFINITIONS. 

" ss hu SKs 

^ eittt ftS5^ 0 n to Investigate the Assassination 
(A) tne VyommLSM. (the: Warren Commission ), 

ArfiateWIttL flte United States (the -Katetelier Com- 

““(raiiie Senate Select Committee to Stady Govem- 
meatal Operations%dih Bsspect to IntelLgence Activities 

“^J^sS^ttee «a InteUigence (the Tike 

t &»*a.ns (the 
TIo^ ZteLlStons Comteittee-) of the Boose of Hep- 
. resentatives; e l 

(G) ^^^NatiomS Ardnv^rmd Records Administration; 

(H) any Presidential library; 

(I) any Executive agency; 

Federal Government; 

(L) any State or local law enforcement office that pro- 

videdsm^rt^assistance or performed wrifc in con^-: 

*" ' ' tionwith al^deral inquiry into the assassination of Presi 

a • _ J f i m w*m tfllAVl * .- » * » _ i 



Px^d^ John F. Kennedy 
' - wf^^C^edion established under section 4 

N ^ aMlW AS 



A^as^tionltecords CoUecuon esranuan^^^-- - 

■ 

■ Government ^arpo. * n, executive branch of the Govem- 

Office of the President, or any 

Government that has ^possession or control of assasmnanon 
reebrds, CoWttee on Administration ^ 

. ..regard toJthe Select ,Committee.on Assassmations,of^ 

: records of the Hoose of Itepresentabyes; Senate 

' TRI the' Select Committee on Intelligence of the, senate 

to Study Governmental Operations with to rntei 

ligende Activities and other assassination records, 

S5SN&° f /SKfi =-ted»» ofassas^matioa 

iV'^-rtTw. opined or possesses, including the 
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iS ~- •£ i - -L~ • 



Trtfin F Kennedy and the Commission on Central Intel- 

the written description pn- 
under section 

m^Sh^ecutive agency, govern- 

Sic interest” means.the compdlingintei^t . m .V* 

" ga (M Ee “ rda 

another agency. •'' 

ADMDQSEEAIION. ■, :' /S:fc; ^ •, . 

rf ■. 

jTnSggd i££^»d signal 

55 ^oSjTttk % ^m^S^Sd? The Archirittjhall Mrf* 
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'■.. * ^SSSSiX^tted to *e Na^nri^ves 

: or disclosed to the public in an unredacted form pnor 

to the date of enactment of tins . NtiM i 

(ii) that are required to be transmitted to the Nauonai 
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(B) a central directory comprised of identification aids cre- 
ated for each record transmitted to the Archivist under section 

5 ’ ‘fo all Review Board records as required by this Act 

(b) Disclosure of Records.— AH assassination records 
transmitted to the National Archives for -disclosure to toe pubhc 
shall be included in .the Collection and shall be aradabie to toe 
public for inspection and copying at toe National Archives within 
30 days after their transmission to the National Archives. 

(c) Fees for Copying.— The Archivist shall— - 

(1) charge fees for copying assassination records; ana 

(21 grant waivers of such fees pursuant to toe standards 
estabUsSdby section 652(aX4) P^titleS, UnitedStates Code. 

(d) Additional Requirements.— (1) The CoUechon shall be 

preserved, protected, archived, and made available to^the public 
at toe National Archives using appropriations authorized, specified, 
and restricted for use under the terms of this Act. - ; 

(2) The National Archives, in consultation with toe Information 
Security Oversight Office, shall ensure the security of toe postponed 
assassination records in the Collection. „ F ' 

(e) Oversight.— The Committee on Government Operations ot 
toe House of Representatives and the Committee on^Joyemm^tal 
Affairs of the Senate shall have continuing oversight jurisdiction 
with respect to the Collection. 

SEC. 5. REVIEW, IDENTIFICATION, TRANSMISSION TO THE NATIONAL 

iSSand public disclosure of assassination 
records by government offices. 

(a) In General.— (1) As soon as predicate after^the date 
of enactment of this Act, each Government office shall ld^fafy 
and organize its records relating to the assassination of President 
John F. Kennedy and prepare them for tr ansmissio n to the Archivist 

for shall he destroyed, altered, or muti- 

a^assination record made avmlable or disdosed to toe 
public prior to the date of enactment of this Act my be withheld, 
redacted, postponed for pubhc disclosure, or reclassified. ; - . 

^Nossssssination record created by a person or entity outade 

government (excluding names of identities, consistent with toe 
requirements of section 6) shall be withheld, redacted, postponed 
for pubhc disclosure, or re classifie d. . _ Jiii . ir - 

(b) Custody of Assassination "Records Pending Review.— 
During toe review by Government offices and pending review activ- 
ity by toe Review Board, each Government office shah retain cus- 
tody of its assassination records for purposes of preservation, secu- 
rity, and rffic^c^_^ Board requires the physical transfer of 
- - records for ^urposestof conduding^an independent and unpar- 
1T6VX6^KT* • 

(2) transfer is necessary for an administrative hearing or 

other Review Board function; or • . . , .. 

(3) it is a third agency record described in subsection 

(cX2XC). 
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(c) Review.— (1) Not later than 300 days after the date .of 
of this Act, each Government office shall review, identify 
tnd organize each assassination record in its custody 
fo^Sosure to the public, review by the Review Board, and 

pSgraph ft). « Government office 
(A) determine which of its records are assassination 

reCO (B)’ determine Which of its assassination records have been 
officially disclosed or publicly available in a complete and 

Unr ^)®detOTaihe which of its assassination records, or par- 
ticular information contained in such a rerard, was created 
by a third agency or by another Government office, and 
. 7 (fi) transmit to a third'agency or other Government office 
those records, or particular . information contained in those 
records, or complete and accurate copies thereof; - • - 

- (DXi) determine whether its assassination records or Par- 
ticular information in assass i nation ^records are c° v ered by 
Smstandards for postponement of public disclosure under this 

^GDroedfy on the identification aid required by siibsection 
(d) the applicable postponement provision contained m section 

(E) organize and make available to the Review Board afi 
assassination records identifiedunder eubparagraph®) the 
public disclosure of which in whole or in part may be postponed 

and make available jtothe Review B<md my 
record ™™»rnin g which the bffie^hm^aiiy uncertainty as to 
Aether tlm reoard is an assas sin ation record govemed by 
thisAct;f- 



ie idmtfficatio^~^WeWla^; tiau s mi ^ o ri of sR - 

ifinn records .pmHdv?hvaiffile nr disclosed as*n 
the date of enacfanent^^^;^^^®^:*®^?®! 1 ®^. 01 ^ -edited 

identification, - 

the Standards for postponement^ forth in thmAc^ of 
- *2a^^tion-reco^St^the;.date Of ena^ent of. 
-this Act are the subject of litigation under section 652 
of titleS.TJuitedStates Code;mid 

(H) available to the Review Board any additional 

information and records that the Review 
to believe -it requires fm conducting *! review under this Mt 
(3) The DirertSSmch archival depository ^tabhshed under 
section 2112 of title 44,'United States Code,_dmll,baye as a pnonfy 
the expedited review for public disdosme of assassumtion i r^)ids 
iri- fhe po s s«**”o"u and custody of the depository, and shall ^ 

ra^^^^^va^le T tb;tim , ltowe^Roara' ; as'required^by this 

^(d) Idenxihcaiion Aids.^IXA) Not :la^ .ttan 45 days_ after 
the date of of this Act, the Archivist, in consultation 

with the appropriate Government offices, shall prepare and make 
available toM Goveniment office? a standard form of 
oWfinding aid for use with each asssssmation record subject to. 

review under this Act. " - ■- 
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(B) The Archivist shall ensure that the identification aid pro- 
gram is established in such a manne r as to result in the creation 
of a uniform system of electronic records by Government offices 
that are compatible with each other. 

(2) Upon completion of an identification aid, a Government 
office shall — 

(A) attach a printed copy to the record it describes; 

(B) transmit to the Review Board a printed copy; and 

(C) attach a. printed copy to each assassination record it 
describes when it is transmitted to the Archivist. 

(3) Assassination records winch are in the possession of the 
National Archives on the date of enactment of this Act, and which 
have been publicly available in their entirety, without redaction, 
shall be made available in the Collection without any additional 
review by the Review Board -or another authorized office under 
this Act, and shall not be required to have such an identification 
aid unless required by the Archivist. . 

(e) Transmission to the National Archives. — E ach Govern- 
ment office shall— 

(1) transmit to the Archivist, and main* immediately avail- 
able to the public, all assassination records that can be publicly 
disclosed, including those that are publicly available on the 
-date of enactment of this Act, without any redaction, adjust- 
ment, or withholding under the standards of this' Act; and 

(2) transmit to the Archivist upon approval for postpone- 
ment by the Review Board or upon completion of other action 
authorized by this Act, all assassination records the public 
disclosure of which has been postponed, in whole or in parti 
under the standards of this Act, to become part of the protected 
Collection. 

(0 Custody of Postponed Assassination Records.— An 
assassination record the public disclosure of which b«s been post- 
poned shall, pending transmission to. the Archivist, be hela for 
reasons of security and preservation by the originating body until 
such time-as the imormation security program has been established 
at the National Archives as required in section 4(eX2). 

fe) Periodic Review of Postponed Assassination Records. — 
(1) All postponed or redacted records shall be reviewed periodically 
by the originating agency and the Archivist consistent with the 
recommendations of the Review Board under section 9{cX3XB). 

(2XA) A periodic review shall address the public disclosure 
of additional assassination records in .the Collection under the 
standards of.this Act 

(B) All postponed assassination records determined to recjuire 
continued postponement shall - require an unclassified .written 
description of . tne reason for such continued postponement Such 
description shall be provided to the Archivist and published in 
the Federal Register upon determination. 

_ (C) The periodic review of postponed assassination records shall 
-serve ■ to .downgrade .and : dftdassify security-classified information. 

(D) Each assassination record, shall be publicly disclosed in 
full, and available in the Collection no later than the. date that 
is 25 years after the date of enactment of this Act,- unless the 
President certifies, as required by this Act, that— 

(i) continued postponement is made necessary by an identi- 
fiable harm tq. the mffitary-.dgfeng^ . infeTH gif»nc <» operations, 
law enforcement, or conduct of foreign relations; and 
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(ii) the identifiable harm is of such gravity that it outweighs 
the public interest in disclosure. ' 

(h) FEES for Copying. — E xecutive branch agencies shalb— 

(1) charge-fees for copying assassination records; and , . - 

(2) grant waivers of such fees pursuant to the standards 
established by section 652(aX4) of -title 6, United States Code. 

SEC. 6. GROUNDS FOR POSTPONEMENT OF PUBLIC DISCLOSURE OF 
RECORDS. 

Disclosure of assassination records or particular information 
in' assassination records to the public may be postponed subject 
to the limitations of this Act if there is dear and convincing evidence 

that— - - ‘ ' . , : 

(1) the threat to the military defense, intelligence oper- 
ations, or conduct of foreign -relations of the United States 
posed by the public disclosure of the assassination is of sued 
gravity ti>*t it outweighs the public interest, and such public 

disdwure would reveal— - ' ' , r .. 

(A) an intelligence agent whose identity currently 

; requires protection^- : . ' , . 

(B) an intelligence source or method which is currently 
utilized, or reasonably expected to be utilized, bythe United 

Government and which has not been officially ms- 
dosed, the disclosure of which would interfere with the 
- conduct of intelligence activities; or _ - - ~ 

(C) any- other matter currently relating to the xmlitmy 
A intelligenc e operations or conduct of foreign rela- 
tions of the United States, .the -disdosure of^chwould 

... demonstrably - impair - the national fiecimtyrpf tte^Jnited 
■'=1StateB; ^ * 

42) d?gdo«mre of the a ssassi n ationrocordwomd 

• ■* - - - j - i;i - — e — ^ person whd/Jprovided 

. . . . Oil, .. 

(3) 4heypubhcydisd<^urejjff: ’ * 

reasonab' 
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currently requiring protection between a Government ^agent 
«md a cooperating individual^ or a -foreign -gove rnmem , and 
public disdosure. would he so harmful that it outweighs the 
public interest: nr 

... (5) the public disdosure of the assass in a tio n record would 
. reveal a security or ‘protective procedure currently _ utilized, 
or 



•Or anotner laovei mneui . B Kra wj inpjiuunB — 

* Armrianf. pfficiflis, and pubhc disdosure would be so. harmful 
f bat. if. nnf. w Aj ghs the p nhli r. Int e r est; : - J. ■..> . « it - ' ... . 

7. iSTiwisnimw r AND POWERS OF THE -ASSASSINATION 
.J' ^-RECORDS REVIEW BOARD. 

(a) Estabushment. — T here is establish e d as an independent 
a board to be : knqwn.as. the Assassinations Records Review^ 

- ‘ (b) Appointment.— 41) The' President, by and with the novice 
and consent-of the Senate, shall appomtiwithout regard to political. 
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affiliation, 5 citizens to serve as members of the Review Board 
to ensure and facilitate the review, transmission to the Archivist 
and public disclosure of Government records related to the assas- 
sination of President John F. Kennedy. 

(2) The President shall make nominations to the Review Board 
not later than 90 calendar days after the date of enactment of 
this Act. 

(3) If the Senate votes not to co nfir m a nomination to the 
Review Board, the President shall make an additional nomination 
not later than 30 days thereafter. 

(4XA) The President shall make nominations to the Review 
Board after considering persons . recommended by the American 
-Historical Association, the Organization of American Historians, 
the Society of American Archivists, and the American Bar Associa- 
tion. - 

(B) If an organization described in subparagraph (A) does not 
' recommend at least 2 nominees meeting the qualifications stated 

in paragraph (5) by the date that is 45 days after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the President shall consider for nomination 
the persons recommended by the other organizations described iru 
subparagraph (A). * 

(C) Hie President may request an organization described in 
subparagraph (A) to submit additional nominations. 

(5) Persons nominated, to the Review Board — 

(A) shall be impartial private citizens, none of whom is 
• presently employed by any branch of the Government, and 

none of whom shall have had any previous involvement with 
any official investigation or inquiry conducted by a Federal, 
State, or local government, relating to the assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy; 

(B) shall be distinguished persons of high national profes- 
sional reputation in their respective fields who are capable 
of exercising the independent and objective judgment necessary 
to the fulfillment of their role in ensuring and facilitating 
the review, transmission to the public, and public disclosure 
of records related to the assassination of President John F. 

- Kennedy and who possess an appreciation of the value of such 
material to the public, scholars, and government; and 

(C) shall .include at least 1 professional historian and 1 
attorney. 

-(c) Security Clearances. — (1) All Review Board nominees 
shall he granted the necessary security clearances in an accelerated 
manner subject to the standard procedures for gr anting such clear- 
ances. 

(2) All nominees shall qualify for. the necessary security clear- 
ance prior to being' considered for confirmation by the Committee 
on Governmental Affairs of the Senate. 

(d) Confirmation Hearings. — 1) The Committee on Govern- 
mental Affairs of the Senate ahnll hold confirmation hearings within 
30 -days in which the Senate is in session after the no minat ion 
of3KeviewBoard members. 

Reports- (2) Hie. Committee on Governmental Affairs shall vote on the 

nominations within 14 days in which the Senate is in session 
after the confirmation hearings, and shall report its results to 
the full Senate immediately. ' 
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(3) The Senate shall vote on each nominee to confirm or reject 
within 14 days in which the Senate is in session after reported 
by the Committee on Governmental Affairs. 

(e) VACANCY. — A vacancy on the Review Board shall be filled 
in the same manner as specified for original appo infmonf . wi thin 
30 days of the occurrence of the vacancy. 

(0 Chairperson.— The Members of the Review Board shall 
elect one of its ' members as chairperson at its initial meeting. 

(g) Removal of Review Board Member. — (1) No -member of 
the Review Board shall be removed from office, other than— - 

(A) by impeachment and conviction; or .. 

(B) by -the action of the President for inefficiency, neglect 
of duty, malfeasance in office, physical disability, mental 
incapacity, or any other condition that substantially impairs 
the performance of the member's duties. * ■ 

- (2XA) If a member of the Review Board is removed from office, 
and that removal .is by the President, not later than 10 days 
after the .removal -the President shall submit to .the Committee 
on Government Operations of ' the House of Representatives and 
the Co mmit t e e on. Governmental Affairs of Senate a report 
specifying the fads found and the grounds for the removaL 

(B) The President shall publish in the federal Register a report 
pibmitted under paragraph (2XA), 'except that th<» President may, 
if n e cessary to protect the rights of a person namwi in the report 
or to prevent undue interference with any pending prosecution, 
postpone nr refrain from publishing any or all of the report *mtil 
the completion of such pending cases or pursuant to privacy protec- 
tion requirements in law. 

. (3XA) A member, of the Review Board removed, from office 
may obtain judicial review: of the. removal in . a rdviLactfonijcom?. 
me n ced in the United States pistdctiCoort forffieDistrict . of 
Columbia.. . rr' . 



: 



Federal 




relief by order of the court. • '• . '■ 

. (h) Compensation of Members:^-!!) Ainember ^th^E^viewS~ : -* 

Board shall be compensated at a rate equal -th-jlhA^anyaiffi 
of the annual rite of base pay prescribed for . . 

Exe cu t ive Schedule under section fi3lfi.iif fifle .fij T Tnlfwi ■ - 
Code, fer eacb -day (inpiniiing travpl fiiiii»).ii nTing gtiirii fligmwnKpr / ~. ; ; 

is engaged in -the performance of the duties of the Review .Board. 

(2) A member of the Review Board shall be allowed reasonable 
travel: expenses; including per diexn:inlieu of subsistence, at rates 
for employees of agencies under subdiapter I . of chapter 57. of 
title 5, United States Code, while away feom the manW r home 
or. regular place of business in .the performance of services. for 
the Rev iew Bo ard. . : 

(D Duties of the Review Board. — ( i) TheReview Board «haTi 
consider a nd render decisions on a defcen ninatmn by a Government 
office 1» seek t» postpone titt-disdosuie of assassination records.- 
r :^^^Jh^tpying^.p^^paragraph^ v (U,tihe»Review^3oard'«haIl -‘."-y., v 
consider and render decisions — ■ 

(A) whether a record .constitutes an assassination record; 
and - -. ... 

.(B) whether an assassination rec or d or particular informa- 
- tion in a -record qualifies for postponement of disclosure under 
this Act. 
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0) Powers. — (1) The Review Board shall have , the authority 
toact in a m an ne r prescribed under this Act including authority 

(A) direct Government offices to complete identification 
aids and organize assassination records; 

(B) direct Government offices to transmit to the Archivist 
assassination records as required under this Act, inri.»K n g 
segregable portions of assassination records, and substitutes 
and su mma ries of assassination records that can be publicly 
disclosed to the fullest extent; 

(CXi) obtain access to assassination records that have been 
identified and organized by a Government office; 

(ii) direct a Government office to male* available to the 
Review Board, and if necessary investigate the facts surround- 
ing, additional information, records, or testimony from individ- ' 
uals, which the Review Board has reason to believe is required 
to fu lfill its functions and responsibilities under this Act; and 

(iii) request the_ Attorney General to subpoena private per- 

sons to compel testimony, records, and other information rel- 
evant to its responsibilities under this Act; . i 

00) require any Government office to account in writing 
*^“ e - < * estract * on °f records relating to the Bssaganat j ^ 
of President John F. Kennedy; • 

■ receive information from the public regarding the 
identification and public disclosure of assassination records" 
and ’ 

(F) hold hearings, administer oaths, and subpoena wit- 
nesses and documents. 

(2) .A subpoena issued under paragraph (IXCXiii) may be 
enforced by any appropriate Federal court acting pursuant to a 
lawful request of the Review Board. 

^(k) Witness Immunity.— The Review Board shall be considered 
anagencyof the United States for purposes of section 6001 
of title 18, United States Code. 

■41) Oversight.— (1) The Committee on Government Operations 
of the House of Representatives and the Committee oh Govern- 
mental Affairs of the Senate shall have continuing oversight juris- 
diction with respect to the official conduct of the Review Board 
mid the disposition of postponed records after termination of the 
Review Board, and shall have access to any records held or created 
by the Review Board. • 

' (2) The Review Board shall have the duty to cooperate with 
the exercise of such overright jurisdiction. 

o (m) Support Services.— The Administrator of the General 
Services Adminis tration s hall provide 'administrative services for 
the Review Board on a reimbursable basis. 

W Interpretive -Regulations. — The Review Board may issue 



to) Termination and Winding Up.— (1) The Review Board 
and the terms -.of its members shall terminate not later than 2 
Z 63 ? 3 after fhe . date. of. ..enactment :jof sthis Act, .except - that -the 
'Review' Board may, by inajority vote, extend its term for an addi- 
uonal 1-year period if it has not completed its work within that 
2-year period. 

■ • (2)Opon. its termination, the Review Board shall submit reports 
to the President and the Congress including a complete and accurate 
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- ‘ CB) -A candidate for the staff shall qualify for the necesskrv 

tobeing approved by the Eevi^l^S 

pen^tio^f^^E^ativeDir^to^ eW Board v® 328 ? ^ the com- 
pay for the Executive Director and other personnel may not «>r<vw»d 
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level V 0f E ““ fc " s **** «nJ«r section 

1116 ^Ponsibillties of the Review Board under this Act u,fmjn £ 
UlAny advisory committee created by the Review Board n K-,ii 
be subject to the Federal Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S C App ) 

■“ a 9 ' R ^WBO^ CORDS BY y* .^SASS^ON RECORDS 

(a) Custody of Records Reviewed by' Board — Pending 
S' Board's revie^^fa G^erSff^ 

retain, custody of its assassination records for purposes of 
preservation, security, and efficiency, unless— purposes of 

<- Review Board requires the physical transfer of 
rea.rds for reasons of conducting an independent and impartial 

(2) such transfer is necessary for an administrative hearing 
°r other official Review Board function. bearing 

(b) Startup Requirements.— The Review Board shall— 

nnhliS n « ’ ^ 90 aft ? r date of its appointment, 

records in 

of fh?i A^ ^ r - ^ 18< ? teys after the date of enactment 
jrftlusAct, begin its review of assassination records under 

Boari EhSfS^t^tha f Sf™ R ? VI S W Board. — (1) The Review 
Sg.™* a f s f ssi ? atl0 n records be transmitted 

to .the Archivist and disclosed to the -public in the Collection in 
the absence of dear and convincing evidence tLt- “ 

Qr (A) a .Government record is not an «g>»>ggin ff ^ ftn record; 

on i B) a - Go L ernment recorf or particular infnr maKnn within 

qU3lmeS f0F P ° St ^ nemeafr of public 

“ b - 

ond ?? t “ consultation with the originating body 
Act witii the standards for postponement under this 

posi ^i^ substitute record for that information which is 

7 « ^ ^ s umma ry of an assassination record. : 

in f , „ . — 1 1 respect . to eat * 1 assassination record or particular 

-is^Sn^°2i m a5Sass J natlon - rec ord s -the^public -discIosureiofSvhich 
PJfsuant section 6. or for which onl^SSS 
or summanes havebeen disclosed to the public, the Review Board 

Archiv^are^rt^SP 
a ? l0ns hythe Review Board, theorigi- 
^ President, or any Government office (including 
ani^^ n °£ ^ -action to postpone disdosunTtf 

any record or part of any record) and of any official proceedings 
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conducted by tie Review Board with regard to specific assas- 
based on a «view °f &e proceedir^ 

disclosed to the public under . : Federal 

(4XA) Following its review and a ^detenmnation that an , asssas 
• .k™, mvird sban be nublidy disclosed in the Collection or post- p^ueatioii. 
SSSforlS?oS?»d BV the protend CoUectio^ ^ E=^ 

MM executive branch assas- 

for Review. 




tionhid^eainrednndercecaon 5 ! 

<2)PmODICEEVIEW> T Aliy t j5ceOT^»ram^^™^r— 
record postponed by -the Preside^r^hfln 

. requirements of periodic review downgrading anddedassifica 
tion ^ rta^fie d info rm a t i on .! 



Federal. E^ster^a ,notice t^at 
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of the subject, originating agency, length or other physical descrip- 
tion, and each ground for postponement that is relied upon. 

(0 Reports by the Review Board.— (1) The Review Board 
shall report its activities to the leadership of the Congress, the 
Committee on Government Operations of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, the Committee on Governmental Affairs of the Senate, 
the President, the Archivist, ■ and the head of - any Government 
office whose records have been the subject of Review Board activity. 

(2) The first report . shall be issued on the date that is 1 
year after the date of enactment of this Act, and subsequent reports 
every 12 months' thereafter until termination of the Review Board. 

• (3) A report under paragraph (1) shall include the following 
information: 

(A) A financial report of the expenses for all official activi- 
ties and requirements of the Review Board and its personnel. 

.(B) The progress made on review, transmission to the 
Archivist, and public disclosure of assassination records. 

(C) The estimated time and volume of assassination records 
involved in the completion of the Review Board’s performance 
under this Act. - 

- (D) Any special problems, including requests and the level 
of cooperation of Government offices, with regard to the ability 
of the Review Board to operate as required by this Act. 

(E) A record of review activities, including a record of 
postponement decisions by the Review Board or other related 
actions authorized -by 'this Act, and a record of -the volume 
of records reviewed and postponed. 

(F) Suggestions and requests to Congress for additional 
legislative authority needs. 

. (G) An appendix containing copies of reports of postponed 
records to the Archivist required under section 9(cX3) made 
since the date of the preceding report under this subsection. 
(4) At -least 90 calendar days before completing its work, the 
Review Board shall provide written notice to the President and 
Congress of its intention to terminate its operations at a specified 
date. . 

SEC. 10. DISCLOSURE OF OTHER MATERIALS AND ADDITIONAL 
STUDY. 

(a) Materials Under Seal of Court. — 

(1) The Review Board may request the Attorney General 
to petition any court in the United States or abroad to release 
any information relevant to the assassination of President John 
F. Kennedy that is held under seal of the court. 

<2XA) The Review Board may request the Attorney General 
to petition any court in the United States to. release any' 
information relevant to the' assassination of President John 
F: Kennedy -that is held under the' injunction of secrecy of 
agrandjuiy. 

.(B) A request .'-for disclosure of assassination -materials 
under this Act shall be deemed -to constitute a showing of 
particularized need under Rule 6 of the Federal Rules of Crimi- 
nal Procedure. 

■ (b) Sense of Congress. — It is the sense of the Congress that— 

(1) the Attorney General should assist the Review Board . 
-in good faith to unseal any . records that the Review Board 
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Sd the .go.** .sag^ £S!k£t 

evartt to the iSfSotmalioa rel- 

dosure of suchinfopnatian; and , ^n-rate in foil with 

; OtM Etyeto alto 

^ J ° to F - K “ m,!dy 

consistent with the public interest. - 

6KLli:TC^OFC6NSXOTCXION.y. _ ’ 

’ (a) PEECEDENCE Om OCTm disclosure, it 

trankrussioh of a record (SaLt section 6103 

shall take prudence ov« any .ott^law^eg^ n ^. ^ 

of.BOTde 

to the United States Government - - - - - • ’ ” 

(b) Freedom: of Information Act. 
be construed to alimin ate%or limit any 
any executive agency or^^^^ re 
ant to section 652 of title 

- (c) Judicial Reviev.. 
to predude jrididd'isview^^nde^; 

States Code, fi " a1 «*««« taken? 
this Act. 
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( 2 ) vnthfcILxecognitiou.;«i 

J t.vH 0 use.toxhan^lhejnl^(sQlar^J^^* «-^^^ ^Y^Vth Le 

SEC. 12. TERMINATION OFEFFECT OFACT. , ... 

(a) PROVISIONS PEB±AINING TqraE ^S^S^d^SSn . 

sions of this Act that pertain when the Review 

£5 feSminated . pursuant 

C._ *7/V\ 
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, Other Provisions.— The remaining provisions of this Act 
shall continue in effect until such time as the Archivist certifies 
to the President and the Congress that all assassination records 
have been made available to the public in accordance with this 
* Act. • 



SEC. 13. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.. 

(a) In GENERAL— There are authorized to be appropriated such 
■ t ° cariy out th ^ Act, to remain available 

. P*) Interim Funding.— tU ntil such time as funds are appro- 
priated pursuant to subsection (a), the President may use such 
sums as are available- for discretionary use to carry out this Act 

SEC.14lfiEV ERATlTr.lT V 



If any provision of this Act or the application thereof to anv 
pereon or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of this Art 
and toe application of toat provision to other persons not similarly 
situated or to other circumstances shall not be affected bv the 
invalidation. ... J ^ 






- Approved October 26,. 1992. 
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PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY ASSASSINATION 
RECORDS COLLECTION ACT OF 1992 

From Senate Report (Government Affairs Committee) No. 1 02-328. Page 20: 



Defining assassination records 

"Assassination records" are defined in Section 3. The definition 
of assassination records" is a threshold consideration for the suc- 
cessful implementation of the Act. Its scope will be the barometer 
of public confidence in the release of assassination records. While 
the records of past presidential commissions and congressional 
committees established to investigate the assassination of President 
^ Kennedy are included as assassination records under this Act, it is 
intended and emphasized that the search and disclosure of records 
under this Act must go beyond those records. While such records 
are valuable, they reflect views, theories, political constraints, 
and prejudices of past inquiries. Proper implementation of this Act 
and providing the American public with the opportunity to judge 
the surrounding history of the assassination for themselves, re- 
quires including not only, but going beyond, the records of the 
Warren and Rockefeller Commissions, and the Church and House 
Select Assassination Committees. 

The term "assassination record" was not more specifically de- 
fined by the Committee because to do so before more is known 
about the universe of records would have been premature, and 
would have further injected the government between the records 
and the American public. There is a sufficient volume of known as- 
sassination records to organize and review at the outset. However, 
it is intended that the Review Board issue guidance to assist in ar- 
ticulating the scope or universe of assassination records as govern- 
ment offices and the Review Board undertakes their responsibil- 
ities. Such guidance, will be valuable notwiths tandi n g the fact that 
government offices will begin to organize and review their records 
before the Review Board is established. Government offices are re- 
quired to begin the review and disclosure of records upon enact- 
ment to expedite public access to the many records which do not 
require additional review or postponement. However, the ul timate 
work of the Review Board will involve not only the review of 
records recommended for postponement, but requiring government 
offices to provide additional information and records, where appro- 
priate. Guidance, especially that developed in consultation with the 
public, scholars, and affected government offices, will prove valua- 
ble to ensure the fullest possible disclosure and create public confi- 
dence in a working definition that was developed in an independ- 
ent and open maimer. 




